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Quoting again from the preface, "The greatness of Franklin as a dip- 
lomat appears in a new light when it is understood that, but for the 
obstinacy of Jay and Adams, he would have obtained for his country 
the richest parts of Canada." The evidence supporting this conclusion, 
however, is merely the desire of Shelburne to detach the Americans from 
France, and Oswald's informal remark to Franklin that he thought "the 
affairs of Canada would be settled to [your] satisfaction." 

This review has an ungracious tone, despite the reviewer's apprecia- 
tion of the obvious thoroughness of Dr. Phillips's work — for no one can 
doubt his thoroughness and painstaking care. That the law of diminish- 
ing returns was superior to such efforts has been his misfortune rather 
than the fault of his industry. 

Eugene C. Barker. 

he doppie imposte in diritto internazionale. Gabriele Salviole. Naples: 
Luigi Pierro & Figlio. 1914. pp. iv, 93. Price Lire 2. 

The question of double taxation in international law is considered in 
this pamphlet. It is one which may conceivably have considerable prac- 
tical importance as part of a general scheme of equitable taxation, but 
the doubt arises at the outset whether international law is capable of 
furnishing any rule or guidance in the matter, and this doubt is not 
altogether dispelled. 

It is mainly in relation to succession taxes and income taxes that the 
possibility of double taxation arises, and it frequently no doubt has its 
origin in the diverse points of view of the several nations in reference to 
the particular impost in question, — is it real or personal; does it attach 
to the property taxed or to the taxable person? 

It would certainly be desirable to find some fair criterion which would 
be acceptable to all civilized nations. Until the present, practice has 
been hopelessly inconsistent, governed indeed by two factors only, — the 
practicability of reaching any particular kind of property for taxation, 
and, where intelligent foresight has exercised its full influence, the danger 
of driving capital out of the country. 

The comparative importance of the bond of domicile and of citizen- 
ship, the locality of the property or the capital from which it is derived, 
and of the juridical relations of its owner, all enter into the question. 

The taxation of real property is almost universally governed by local- 
ity, and the author's own opinion seems to be in favor of applying the 
same criterion in general to personalty, but he admits that recent legis- 
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lation has not shown ground to hope for the adoption of such a rule gen- 
erally. 

As a matter of fact, with the recent increase in governmental expenses, 
the search for taxable property has become even more strenuous than 
before, and any government hesitates to relinquish its right to levy on 
property of any kind that can in fact be reached. 

The most notable example of this kind of self-denying law in recent 
times is perhaps the New York Transfer Tax Law of 1911, by which the 
taxation on death of any property of non-residents excepting tangible 
property was abandoned. It may be noted that the author refers only 
to the earlier law of New York, and does not seem to be aware of the 
reform. 

The case against double taxation seems in equity to be much stronger 
so far as it refers to succession taxes than for example to income taxes. 
But it is true that in many cases of so-called double taxation the element 
of oppression is hardly present, and this also the author incidentally 
notes. 

He enumerates the diverse circumstances under which the objection- 
able condition may arise, and touches on the various systems of legisla- 
tion that affect it, but is neither very exhaustive in his treatment nor 
very satisfying in his tentative solution, and certainly suggests that the 
subject might repay a somewhat more extended examination, perhaps 
from a broader point of view than is afforded by private international 
law alone. 

James Barclay. 

Die Besetzung von Veracruz (Zur Lehre von den volkerrechtlichen Selbsthil- 
feakteri). By Dr. jur. Walther Schoenborn. Stuttgart: W. Kohl- 
hammer. 1914. pp. 60. 

On April 21, 1914, Admiral Fletcher, by command of the President 
of the United States, landed a force of marines at Vera Cruz, Mexico, 
and seized the Mexican customs office at that port. In the skirmish 
that took place with the Mexican troops, four Americans were killed 
and about twenty were wounded and the casualties on the Mexican side 
are estimated at one hundred. The next day, General Huerta, the de 
facto President of Mexico, handed the American Charge d'affaires his 
passports. Dr. Schoenborn, in this interesting brochure, considers two 
questions: (1) To which category of the modes of redress known to inter- 
national law does the forcible action of the United States belong? (2) 



